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INTRODUCTION  

 
Jan Figel , Member of the European Commission in charge of education, training, 
culture and youth  

From 14-16 March, the eTwinning Conference 2008 held in Bucharest on Promoting 
Intercultural Dialogue was an excellent opportunity for over 400 participants from 29 
countries 

 

made up of teachers from across Europe, representatives from 
eTwinning's Central and National Support Services, and other important stakeholders 
in school education 

 

to meet and discuss both the success and future of eTwinning 
in Europe. In my opinion, what better place than Bucharest to host this event, as 
Romania has just recently joined the EU in the latest wave of enlargement and is 
now the youngest member of the eTwinning family. I believe this is quite an important 
and positive symbol which will guarantee future fruitful cooperation.  

As a strong and long-time supporter of 
eTwinning 

 

having attended all four 
eTwinning conferences 

 

it was a pleasure 
to again take part in this year s conference. 
I am continually impressed by the positive 
results obtained since the launch of the 
Action in 2005 which drives towards more 
and better collaboration between 
European schools. The constant and 
undeniable success of eTwinning projects 
elegantly combines learning about other 
cultures with the use of Information and 
Communication Technologies. Thousands 
of European schools participate in these 
virtual partnerships, and this year alone, 
more than 3,500 new projects involving 
more than 8,000 schools have been 
registered in the last 3 months 

 

these 
figures have exceeded our expectations by 
an overwhelming margin.   

As regards the strength of eTwinning, I 
would like to again congratulate teachers 
and pupils for their enthusiasm to interact 

with peers across Europe and to set up collaborative projects. The high educational 
value of these projects gives, as a first-hand experience of Europe, the opportunity to 
appreciate Europe s diversity, to learn about each other, and above all, to foster 
among pupils a spirit of openness and curiosity towards others. Young Europeans 
need to develop their intercultural skills to be able to effectively adjust to a changing 
world. It is thanks to these skills that they will draw the biggest benefits from the 
wealth of Europe s cultural diversity.   

I would also again congratulate the finalists of the eTwinning awards and point out 
the great variety of these projects as regards their use of language, the diversity of 
topics and technologies used, as well as the many ways of working together. While 
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helping children familiarise themselves with the use of Information and 
Communication Technologies, eTwinning breaks down the barriers of ignorance that 
might exist among fellow Europeans. As a matter of fact, eTwinning projects more 
often than not welcome intercultural contacts and view them as a source of 
enrichment. eTwinning gives pupils the opportunity to appreciate Europe s diversity 
of traditions, habits and beliefs. In addition, as we are now celebrating the European 
Year of Intercultural Dialogue in 2008, this aspect of the eTwinning experience is 
particularly welcomed.   

I am also impressed by the deep commitment of young children as they realise and 
understand the very active role that they have played in the projects. This truly 
demonstrates the significance of this kind of action in the learning to learn process, 
which plays a key role in lifelong learning as one of the fundamental policy goals of 
the European Commission in education. It is important to take responsibility for one s 
own education, even for young children. When it comes to the evolution of the 
learning environment, acquiring a store of specific knowledge, as was common in 
traditional learning, is no longer enough. What counts today is being creative and 
adaptable, and learning to learn in a lifelong learning context is a vital prerequisite.  

For this reason, in the context of an open and complex cultural environment, it is 
imperative to rethink the role of the schools. One of the actions undertaken by the 
European Commission has been to gain a thorough understanding of the new 
challenges that schools now face. A public consultation entitled Schools for the 21st 
century has recently gathered responses from across Europe, which are currently 
being analysed. However, what has already emerged from this survey is the 
fundamental role of teacher quality. This is actually the backbone of the learning 
process. Teachers not only have to pass on knowledge, but also have to prepare 
young people to become the citizens of tomorrow, to help develop their talents and to 
fulfil their potential for personal growth and well-being. It is therefore extremely 
important to help teachers achieve excellence in their profession by providing them 
with high-quality training and support throughout their careers. Teachers must be 
lifelong learners too.  

Schools and teachers have a decisive role in the process of integration in our 
societies. As migration flows and other societal changes take place in the EU, 
schools are facing new responsibilities in their local communities, as do the teachers 
too. Teachers have an indisputable social role because they are often the first 
contact for foreign children within a new host community. They must then help 
families from different backgrounds to settle in and participate fully in their new host 
society.   

I would like to conclude by reminding us all of the important issues that lie behind this 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. If dialogue between cultures has always 
been a feature of European integration, then dialogue is not enough. What really 
matters is to move beyond being multicultural societies towards intercultural 
societies, where people from all backgrounds can participate, cooperate and share 
responsibility. eTwinning is a valuable intercultural dialogue initiative, and I am 
confident that its results have and will continue to contribute positively to the 
educational and personal development of young people in Europe.    
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OPENING SESSION  

 
The over 400 delegates of the fourth annual eTwinning Conference gathered in the 
main plenary hall of the Hotel Grand Rin, Bucharest, for the opening session. The 
opining session was a combination of speeches from representatives at European 
and national level and video interludes prepared by National Support Services and 
their schools. As a first introduction, Marc Durando, Executive Director of European 
Schoolnet, the organisation that runs the Central Support Service for eTwinning on 
behalf of the European Commission, welcomed all participants to the conference.    

The floor was then given to Jan Figel', Member of the European Commission in 
charge of education, training, culture and youth. As a long time supporter of 
eTwinning, Commissioner Figel' spoke of the strength of eTwinning as a force which 
unites teachers in Europe in a common purpose: to work together and to collaborate 
with their pupils. In regards to teachers roles beyond collaboration, he emphasised 
that teachers are central to "encouraging a disposition to openness and curiosity as 
this is what the idea of the European Union needs most."   

Cristian Mihai Adominitei, Romanian Minister for Education, Research and Youth, 
welcomed participants to Bucharest and gave an overview of the importance of 
eTwinning to Romanian schools since they joined the Action in September 2007. He 
spoke about how eTwinning fits well into the educational objectives in Romania in 
better integrating education into a European as well as international context. Doris 
Pack, MEP, Head of the Education Committee at the European Parliament and the 
person responsible for the conception and introduction of Comenius, spoke about 
how her work had grown and developed. She congratulated the teachers on their 
achievements in eTwinning and spoke about the diversity of activity that exist within 
it. Brian Holmes, Head of Unit of the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive 
Agency (EACEA), gave an overview of the place of eTwinning within the context of 
the Life Long Learning Programme. He spoke of the challenges for the future in 
seeking synergies between teachers involved in eTwinning and those involved in 
other Comenius activities.   

The keynote speaker, Professor Sugata Mitra, 
received a standing ovation at the end of his 
address where he described his field research 
both in India and the UK, the results of which 
strongly suggests that there is amazing learning 
potential in autonomous learning groups. The 
results of his "hole in the wall" experiments - 
where groups of children have been learning 
together using a single computer, without a 
teacher or a school schedule - first seemed 
completely incredible. After a time, however, it 
all began to make sense considering the way 
young people acquire amazing language skills 
today through, for example, collaborative 
computer games.   

The final message from Professor Mitra to the audience was that children can learn 
pretty much anything - it you let them, and if they want to. It is as easy - and difficult - 
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as that. The audio is Dr. Mitra's speech has been made available with his permission 
here: http://blog.eun.org/etwinningconference2008/upload/Mitra_etwinning.mp3.  

As mentioned, speeches were interspersed using short video greetings from a 
number of the 29 countries involved in eTwinning. These were short video clips of 
pupils and teachers greeting conference participants and were enthusiastically 
received overall. The eTwinning award ceremony then took place immediately after 
the opening plenary session.      

    

http://blog.eun.org/etwinningconference2008/upload/Mitra_etwinning.mp3
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ETWINNING AWARD CEREMONY 

  

The eTwinning Prize Ceremony was one of the highlights of the conference. Hosted 
jointly by Sylvia Binger and Anne Gilleran from the Centreal Support Service, the 
ceremony began with a performance from the Carmina Tenera Choir, led by 
Professor Popescu. The choir was made up of 25 pupils from the National Palace of 
Children in Bucharest.  

Prizes were handed out to eight of the best eTwinning projects by the Polish 
undersecretary of State in the Ministry of National Education, Mr Krzysztof 
Stanowski, MEP Mrs Doris Pack and the Directors of both the Central Support 
Service and the Education, Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) Mr 
Marc Durando and Brian Holmes.   

There were a grand total of 413 entries from 29 European countries, distributed in 
four categories, three by age (4-10, 11-15, 16-19) and one for Science and Maths. All 
were subject to a strict selection process. The criteria for evaluation were:  

 

Pedagogical Innovation and Curricular Integration: how the project and the 
use of ICT change the daily life of the partner schools and fit in with national 
policies and exam constraints.   

 

Collaboration Between Partner Schools: how teachers and pupils 
communicate in order to work together.   

 

Creative Use of ICT: how to get beyond emailing.  

 

Sustainability and Transferability: how to guarantee that the project will last, 
involving the whole school and be able to share benefits with others.   

 

Results and Benefits: what came out of the project as well as why the project.  

The top eight finalists came from 26 schools from 17 countries (Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, 
Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom).The 
top four winning projects won a prize trip to attend the eTwinning summer Camp.    

WINNERS  

Age  4-10  My town, your town. Our lives in a calendar 
Backworth Park Primary School, UNITED KINGDOM 

            CEIP Virxe da Luz, SPAIN  

Age 11-14  The new Europeans: The two wooden dolls project 
Hässelbygårdsskolan, SWEDEN 

            Siegerland-Grundschule, GERMANY   
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Age 15-19  Planete @dos 

Sint-Janscollege, BELGIUM 
            Liceo Scientifico "F. Cecioni", ITALY 
            Lycée Geneviève de Gaulle Anthonioz, FRANCE  

Science and Maths  Fizika - svarbi ir domi. Physics is interesting and 
important 
Kauno Statybinink Rengimo Centras, LITHUANIA             
Publiczne Gimnazjum im. Jana Paw a II wTyczynie, POLAND    

     

RUNNERS UP  

Age 4-10   Kids H@nd in H@nd 
Primary school Sint-Amandus, Belgium 

            Osnovna Sola Solkan, Slovenia 
            Pärnu Koidula Gymnasium, Estonia             

Z A. Stodolu, Martin, Slovakia 
Kalocsai Belvárosi-Dunaszentbenedeki Általános Iskola és 

Óvoda, Hungary 
                CEIP Vidal Portela, Spain 

            CEIP Sestelo-Baión, Spain 
            Jerney János, Hungary  

Age 11-14  Aspects of Religion in Europe 
2nd High School of Kozani, Greece 

            Højby Skole, Denmark 
            Sint-Ursula-Instituut, Belgium 
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Age 15-19   Facciamoci noi lezione! 

IIS E.Majorana/sezione commerciale Marro, Italy 
Heinrich-Heine-Gesamtschule Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf, 

Germany  

Science and Maths  Draw me the task 
Eastbourne Comprehensive School, United Kingdom             
Gimnazjum 37 im. K.K. Baczy skiego, Poland             
Z Karviná, Czech Republic 

            Holmlia School, Norway    
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WORKSHOPS  

 
The conference was a unique opportunity for teachers as well as other key players 
within the education sector to meet eTwinning experts and to attend practical 
workshops addressing the eTwinning concept. The workshops contributed essentially 
to the pan-European transfer of innovative use of ICT at school and stimulated the 
discussion on pedagogical issues.  

The workshop programme was broad and varied, and participants could choose 
three workshops at each session from a choice of five. In strands 1 and 5, the same 
workshop was repeated 3 times, while in strands 2, 3, and 4 the workshops changed 
at each session. All presentations and follow-up was documented on the conference 
blog section dedicated to workshops:  
http://blog.eun.org/etwinningconference2008/workshops/

   

A. Workshop strand 1: eTwinning & Tools  

Three workshops took place in this strand, repeated over the day. They were hands-
on training workshops, where teachers could use PCs to test different tools for 
communicating and collaborating with partners. The tools were presented as follows:  

 

Flashmeeting - John Warwick, Flashmeeting, UK   

John Warwick showed how easy it is to video-conference using 
Flashmeeting, a webcam and a computer. He explained how teachers can 
use this tool to network with each other as well as help their pupils to share 
ideas with their partner school. He also described how to record 
conversations including text chats, and have a presentation mode which lets 
users share images with each other during meetings.  

 

Magazine Factory - Christian Komonen, Magazine Factory, Finland  

Christian Komonen showed how to create an online web magazine with 
defined user roles (chief editor, editor, journalist), and how to embed 
YouTube videos and Google Maps into the e-magazine.   

 

eTwinning Blogs and Podcasting - Thomas Maier, eTwinning CSS, 
Belgium  

Tomas Maier talked about blogging and podcasting from definitions to 
practical examples, prompting teachers to use these tools for personalised 
and distance learning. Every eTwinning participant has indeed access to a 
blog and can publish text, images, small videos and audio recordings.   

http://blog.eun.org/etwinningconference2008/workshops/
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All three sessions were very well attended and participant feedback was positive. 
The concept that technology is just a tool, nothing more or less

 

was discussed and 
the leading message was that all such tools must facilitate learning as well as the 
relationship between partner schools and not be considered as mere gadgets.  

B. Workshop strand 2: Models for School Collaboration   

Both morning sessions were visited by an audience of 70-80 people. After each 
presentation, there was some time for short discussions, which showed that the 
audience was highly interested in the work of the involved teachers.  

The following aspects were the main points of discussion: 

 

working procedure,  

 

tools used,  

 

collaboration between partners  

 

pupils involvement  

 

overcoming of drawbacks and obstacles   

All presenters were asked to send their presentation to EUN to be published on the 
eTwinning conference blog.    

Session 1: Presentations of runner-up projects for age categories   

Kids H@nd in H@nd 
Lieven  Van Parys

 

Primary school Sint-Amandus Belgium 

Viljenka Savli Osnovna Sola Solkan Slovenia 
Tiiu Leibur Pärnu Koidula Gymnasium Estonia 
Alexandra

 

Pilková Z A. Stodolu, Martin Slovakia 
Margit Horváth Kalocsai Belvárosi-Dunaszentbenedeki 

Általános Iskola és Óvoda 
Hungary  

Mª 
Carmen Rodríguez

 

CEIP Vidal Portela Spain 
Belen Junquera CEIP Sestelo-Baión Spain 
Erika Raffai Jerney János Általános Iskola Hungary  
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The project includes eight eTwinning partners and was presented by the Belgian and 
Slovenian teachers. This project demonstrates how very young pupils can express 
themselves and their emotions in a clever visual way without language. Involving 
many countries in Europe (as well as worldwide), pupils use their handprints to 
create simple pictures expressing their feelings and learn how others deal with it in 
other cultural contexts. The project can easily be extended with new topics and can 
include a variety of different subjects.    

Aspects of Religion in Europe 
Diamantoula

 

Naka 2nd High School of Kozani Greece 

Ella  Myhring Højby Skole Denmark 
Hilde Van Ouytsel Sint-Ursula-Instituut (not present) Belgium 

  

The Greek and the Danish partners presented the project that involves pupils with a 
different religious background (e.g. Danish Protestants, Greek Orthodox). In this 
project they deal with the topic of religion in a very creative way. It does not only treat 
world religions but relates faith to its cultural, historical and traditional background. In 
addition it actively gives place to the pupils view on religious life in their environment.    

Facciamoci noi lezione! 
Paola Ferrera IIS E.Majorana/sezione commerciale Marro Italy 

Lucia Steinhage Heinrich-Heine-Gesamtschule Düsseldorf Germany 


