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February 2005
Dear « eTwins »,

If you would like us to promote your partnership in this newsletter,
contact the European helpdesk by email:

css-helpdesk@etwinning.net

We will be very happy to highlight what you’re doing within the
eTwinning action.

The European helpdesk is also at your disposal for any question
related to technical or pedagogical issues.

Do not miss the new step by step guide for schools that are new to
eTwinning. See the section on News from CSS in this newsletter.
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News from Schools
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Europe, Education and School

With the project Europe, Education and School, Czeslaw Michalewski a
philosophy teacher and his colleagues are seeking to promote debates
in and outside the classroom around the questions of culture, Europe
and school.

On 17 March, Alexandre Adler, a renowned French philosopher and
expert in political sciences, will talk to pupils about “the birth of
the European conscience”. The conference will be webcast and an on-
line discussion will also be open to the public.
http://www.etwinning.net/ww/en/pub/etwinning/good practice/spotlight/
eeeproject.htm

A full description of the project is even now available in English,
French, German, and Lithuanian at:
http://www.coin-philo.net/projet-eee.php

Join the European Theatre Festival

The Eduard-Spranger-School in Freudenstadt, Germany organises a
yearly European theatre festival from October 3 to 8, 2005. School
theatre groups and drama classes from several European countries have
the possibility to show their performances. The annual meeting should
become a forum for youth theatre that gives a view into the nature of
young adults in Europe. The school is still looking for partner
schools who want to join the festival. More information at:
http://www.kopfsprung-theater.de/38.0.html

Contact:
German eTwinning team
twinning@schulen-ans-netz.de
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Newspaper Project

On Thursday 17 March, the pupils from the St. Aloysius school in
Hilversum, The Netherlands, will read two free newspapers:
Metro and Spits.

From these newspapers they will copy several articles about
international news, sports, weather forecast, etc. They will
translate them into English. At the end of the day the results will
be sent to Trorodskolen in Denmark. The Danish pupils will have done
the same with the Danish free newspapers: Metro and Urban.

The next day the pupils will make posters which show what has been
'in the news' on the 17th of March, what is the same and what are the
differences between the Dutch and Danish newspapers. All is done in
co-operation with Dutch, History, English and Art teachers.

Contact: Cees Brederveld
c.brederveld@w-esp.nl

Crossing the Cultural Divide / Learning Together

In Spain a School in Asturias, Colegio Publico Clarin, has a very
ambitious whole school project.

They tell us:

"This is part of a whole school initiative. We are attempting to link
each of our classes with a different EU country so that children can
learn from and with each other. At the end of the year each class
here will give a presentation to the whole school based on their
acquired knowledge of the EU. It will be up to teachers who connect
with each other to make decisions about whether they are researching
a particular project or just attempting to learn more about each
others culture, environment, language, news items, etc."

For the time being, they have twinned up with Lent Rise School in
Burnham Slough, United Kingdom, and we wish them the best of luck in
their eTwinning adventure!

Contact Mr. Juan Chasco
claringi@educastur.princast.es
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Exploring Europe - Tutkien halki Euroopan
Austria - Finland

The aim of the project is to improve students’ skills to study with
web tools and with foreign students, using a foreign language; and to
search information and evaluate it. The idea of the project is to let
the students know about different areas of Europe through discussions
between students, teachers and perhaps outside experts. Teachers have
an opportunity to test inquiry-based learning methods and collect
valuable information about students as learners.

Contact names:

Austria: Michaela Wolf
michaela.wolf@schule.at
Finland: Lea Koskinen
lea.koskinen@pornainen.fi
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National characteristic features in Arts and learning language
Austria - Hungary

Each and every country has got artists less known in other nations.
The aim of this project is to create national websites about current
topical issues and to share information about people who are famous
in the two different countries.

Contact names:

Austria: Michael Huber-Kirchberger
m.huki@gmx.at

Hungary: Valeria Molnar, Laszlo Nagy
molvali@freemail.hu
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News from National Support Services
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Finland:

Two successful eTwinning-seminars were organised in Finland in late
February 2005. During those meetings, eTwinning, Spring Day 2005 and
Fle3, a web-based learning environment, EUN Community-tool and
Tidnindgsfabriken, a web based tool for making collaborative web-
magazines, were introduced at the seminar.

Finnish teachers regard eTwinning as an excellent way of finding
European partners for long-term school partnerships and long-term
European projects. Most teachers and school heads find the usage of
new and innovative web based tools important in the co-operation. In
addition to the comprehensive schools, eTwinning interests also the
Finnish vocational education. For example, Levi Institute from
Kittila, Lapland, is currently developing a fruitful tourism
development project with partners found through eTwinning.

An important national event for the promotion of eTwinning is the
upcoming ICT and Education 2005-seminar in Ha&meenlinna during 20-
22.4. For more information:

http://www.itk.fi

National eTwinning web site in Finland:
http://www.edu.fi/etwinning

Contact person: Mari.Syrjapalo@oph.fi

Germany:

The first eTwinning teacher training sessions started in March.
Schulen ans Netz offers about 50 training sessions until June 2005.
Teachers learn how to establish an eTwinning-partnership, how to use
new media and virtual communication platforms in their collaborative
projects.

http://www.etwinning.de/schulungen/index.php

The German eTwinning-team attended the Didacta education fair in
Stuttgart from 28 February to 4 March and had nearly no relaxing
moments the whole week! A large number of teachers were interested in
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eTwinning and used their chance to get informed about the action.
Primary schools were particularly interested in learning more about
eTwinning. The action also has high visibility in the German press.

http://www.etwinning.de/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/bildungsmesse05.php

eTwinning launch conference in Budapest, Hungary

The Hungarian launch conference took place on 10 March in Budapest. A
total of 80 teachers and head teachers attended this important event.
The conference was opened by Adadm Horvath from the Ministry of
Education. Apart from the general introduction of eTwinning, there
were presentations on project-making, the eTwinning portal, the
eTwinning competition, and the Hungarian in service teacher training
program.
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News from the European Central Support Service

Registering your eTwinning partnership: a step by step guide

Having trouble registering your eTwinning partnership? Read our guide
explaining how you can find a partner, discuss a partnership and
register it.

http://www.etwinning.net/ww/en/pub/etwinning/helpdesk/etwinning manua
l.htm

Project kit: Culture in a box

With this project, students will have a chance to look for, classify,
talk about, share, write, compare and present information on their
culture and that of their partner. Foreign Language, language and ICT
teachers can be involved.

Projects kits aim to help you visualise eTwinning in a concrete
school context by proposing detailed guidelines on how to run a
project from A to Z. Projects kits on various subjects will be made
available on the portal in the coming months.

http://www.etwinning.net/ww/en/pub/etwinning/ideas/scenarios/culture
in a box.htm
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Interview with Derrick de Kerckhove

Derrick de Kerckhove, a well-known researcher on the impact of new
technologies on cognition, presents his ideas on what education could
look like in a few years time. He considers that the Internet offers
the possibility to connect intelligence, to think together.

http://www.etwinning.net/ww/en/pub/etwinning/news/interviews/intervie
w with derrick de kerc.htm

eTwinning vision: from school exchanges to eTwinning
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This article aims to clarify the ideas behind the terms, which you
often encounter on this website: school twinning and eTwinning. They
may surprise you but we are sure that they are relevant for each
school, even yours!

http://www.etwinning.net/ww/en/pub/etwinning/ideas/etwinning vision.h
tm
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