Education systems in the UK: England, Northern Ireland and Wales.
Education is a devolved matter in the UK.  Each of the four UK countries – England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales - has its own education department which is responsible for education provision in that country.  The systems of England, Wales and Northern Ireland have individual features but are broadly similar; the system in Scotland differs markedly and is contained within a separate version of this template.

The descriptions below are broadly applicable to the three countries; particular differences between the countries and noted below.

Pre-primary education

	Age
	3 - 5 

	Duration
	Variable: 6 months – 3 years

	Description
	Non-statutory: nurseries can be part of Primary schools (free) or private. Often part-time for 3 year-olds, becoming full-time for 4 year-olds. Reception class for 5 year-olds is compulsory.

	Timetable
	Foundation Stage Curriculum with Early Learning Goals: see http://www.surestart.gov.uk/ensuringquality/ensuringquality/foundationstage


	School year and holidays
	190 days 

Three terms per year.  Holidays: 1 week at end of Oct; 2 weeks mid-Dec to early Jan.; 1 week mid-Feb.; 2 weeks Easter holiday; 1 week end May; 5/6 weeks end July and August; some schools are adopting 4 or 6 term year now.

	Subjects
	Foundation Stage.  See above website

	Exams
	None

	Schools
	A range of provision from private fee-paying nurseries to units attached to primary schools


Primary education 
	Age
	6 – 11:  Infant 5 – 7  (“Key Stage 1”)    Junior 7 – 11  (“Key Stage 2”)
Northern Ireland: 4 – 11  (“Primary 1” – “Primary 7”)

	Duration
	6 Years

	Description
	Statutory – all children follow the National Curriculum apart form children with Severe Special Needs

	Timetable 
	Covers the National Curriculum and Strategies for Literacy, Numeracy, etc:http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/atoz/n/nationalcurriculum/; modern languages will be an entitlement for all pupils from age 7 by 2010
Northern Ireland: also includes religious education and collective worship

	School year and holidays
	See above

	Subjects
	All subjects including Religious Education: see DfES website

	Exams
	England: National Key Stage 1 Tests (administered /marked by class teacher); National Key Stage 2 Tests (marked externally)

Wales: No exams

Northern Ireland: Irish language is a requirement in Irish-medium schools

	Schools
	93% State Primary; 7% Private Preparatory Schools


Secondary education 

	Age
	11- 16: 
11 - 14 (“Key Stage 3”); 14 - 16 (“Key Stage 4”) 

	Duration
	5 years

	Description
	See above

	Timetable 
	National Curriculum: see DfES website http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/atoz/n/nationalcurriculum/
Northern Ireland: Irish language is a requirement in Irish-medium schools 

	School year and holidays
	See above

	Subjects
	All subjects 11 – 16 + Vocational 

	Exams
	National curriculum tests in English, Maths and Science at 14 years, Teacher Assessments in all subjects at 14 years, GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education), Vocational Exams including GNVQ (General National Vocational Qualification) at 16; languages are optional after the age of 14.
Northern Ireland: Pupils are assessed in Primary 1, and at end of Key Stages 1 and 2

	Schools
	93% State Secondary; 7% Private


Upper secondary education 
	Age
	16 – 18

	Duration
	1-2 years

	Description
	Mainly academic leading to GCE Advanced Level (“A Level”) exams
Wales: Welsh Baccalaureate runs as a six year pilot from 2002; a broader qualification where students take more subjects

Northern Ireland: A system of Secondary Schools and Grammar Schools operates, which will be restructured in 2008.  Pupils sit the “11 plus” exam at the end of primary school, which decides which type of school they will attend

	Timetable 
	Set by school, including compulsory subjects and optional subjects

	School year and holidays
	See above

	Subjects
	Depends on student’s choices

	Exams
	Advanced level and Vocational qualifications at 17 and 18. Some schools now doing the International Baccalaureate
Wales: Welsh Bac includes subjects such as Key Communication Skills, Contemporary Welsh Life, Europe and the World.  Includes core subjects and optional components (www.wbq.org.uk)

Northern Ireland: compulsory subjects are English, maths, science and technology, the environment and society, creative and expressive studies and languages

	Schools
	11-18 schools, 6th form colleges, Further education (see vocational below)
Wales: Welsh Bac includes continual assessment

	Exams
	Advanced level and Vocational qualifications at 17 and 18.

	Schools
	93% of students educated in state funded schools. 

Wales: 19 schools and colleges are piloting the Welsh Bac


Vocational education
· A network of Sector Skills Councils, where industry defines and plans for the skills it needs

· Occupational standards set by industry and which lead to qualifications based on individuals’ assessment

· Vocational education and training programmes start at school for 14 year- olds-and with links to university study from foundation to postgraduate degrees

· Six levels of qualification which span all the different education and training routes in a national framework

· Over 500 autonomous colleges and many more private education and training providers which work closely with community organisations and local businesses to make sure that their courses are responsive to local needs.  

Vocational education and training includes commercial, technical and professional development as well as transferable personal skills.  

	Age
	14+

	Duration
	Part-time and Full time, in schools, colleges, universities, the workplace in a variety of durations

	Description
	Description of systems provided above

	Timetable 
	Flexible approach to suit the individual and the employers needs

	School year and holidays
	Through out the year including evening training etc.

	Subjects
	All subjects relating to Vocational Education and Training and work-based training – see the description above.

	Exams
	National Vocational Qualification / Scottish Vocational Qualification (work-related competence-based qualifications) Vocationally-related degrees, Advanced Vocational Certificate in Education /Advanced Scottish Vocational Certificate in Education, Vocational A/AS Level, Scottish Highers, vocationally-related GCSEs

	Schools
	Schools, colleges, universities and the workplace.  


