SWEDEN
Introduction
The opening paragraph of the Education Act states that all children and youths in the public school system shall have equal access to education. All children shall have this right, regardless of gender, where they live, or social or economic factors. The education shall “provide the pupils with knowledge and, in co-operation with the homes, promote their harmonious development into responsible human beings and members of the community”. The basic education is for nine years, except for students with special needs, who attends a tenth year. All education throughout the public school system is free. There is usually no charge to students or their parents for teaching materials, school meals, health services or transport. 

Pre-primary education
	Age
	The municipalities have an obligation to offer children a place in a preschool class from the fall term of the year the child turns 6 until the child starts compulsory school. It is not compulsory to attend but the majority of 6-year-olds in Sweden are enrolled in preschool classes. 

	Duration
	1 year

	Description
	The education given in the preschool class shall stimulate the learning and development of each child, and lay the foundations for continued schooling. As of the fall of 1998, there is a new, nationally approved curriculum for the preschool class and compulsory school.

	Timetable
	15 hours per week, or 525 hours per year. 

	School year and holidays
	Following the normal school year; from mid August – app. 20 December and starting again 7: th January - mid June. One week autumn leave week 45 and one week in Jan – Feb. One week during Easter.

	Subjects
	The preschool class is a part of the school system and the first step toward implementation and fulfillment of curriculum objectives. These objectives define the goals that education shall strive for, and what the children and youths who take part shall achieve. See Compulsory school.

	Exams
	none

	Schools
	Preschool usually takes place near, or in the compulsory school that the child will attend the following year.


Primary and lower secondary education 

	Age
	7 -16, possible to start one year earlier

	Duration
	9 years , for some special needs students 10 years

	Description
	There is no distinction between primary and lower secondary education in Sweden, all children between the ages of 7-16 must attend school. If the parents wish, a child can start school one year earlier, at the age of six. Included in compulsory schooling are the regular compulsory schools, Sámi school, special school, and compulsory school for the learning disabled. Most hearing-impaired children and almost all vision-impaired and physically disabled children receive their education in the municipality’s regular compulsory schools. Deaf children and children with severe hearing impairments, however, attend special schools. Special school is a 10-year program that corresponds as far as possible to the education children receive in regular compulsory schools. 

Education is compulsory and free of charge. 

	Swedish name 
	Grundskola

	Timetable 
	A student is entitled to a minimum of 6665 hours (60 min) of guaranteed teacher-directed instruction hours for subjects in compulsory school, throughout the nine years. Number of each subject; see subjects.  Each school decides the distribution of the hours over the years.

	School year and holidays
	2 terms per school year: From mid August – appr. 20 December and  starting again 7:th January - mid June. One week autumn leave week 45, and one week in Feb – March. One weeks leave during Easter.

	Subjects
	Arts 

230 

Home economics 

118 

Physical education and health 

500 

Music 

230 

Textiles and Wood- and metalwork 

330 

Swedish 

1 490 

English 

480 

Mathematics 

900 

Geography, History, Religion- and Civics (combined) 

885 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Technology (combined) 

800 

Language options 

320 

Student options 

382 

Total guaranteed hours of instruction 

6 665 



	Exams
	At the end of year 9, teachers shall use nationally approved examinations in the subjects of Swedish or Swedish as a Second Language, English and Mathematics, to aid in the assessment of student progress and to assist in determining the grade to be given. 

Examination can also be used to assess the student’s progress in these subjects at the end of year 5. In many cases, local regulations make this testing mandatory. 

	Schools
	Most schools/”grundskolor” in Sweden are municipally run, and most children attend a municipal school near their home. However, students and their parents do have the right to choose another municipal school, or a privately run (independent) school. Independent schools are open to everyone and must be approved by the National Agency for Education. The independent school receives a grant from the municipality in which the student resides, the amount of which is determined by the school’s enrolment and the needs of its students. The education of independent schools shall have the same basic objectives as municipal schools, but may have a profile that distinguishes it from the municipal school. If an independent school does not comply with applicable regulations, the National Agency for Education may withdraw its approval. Independent schools often have a specialization that differs from municipal compulsory school, e.g., a particular educational approach (such as Montessori or Waldorf), linguistic or ethnic orientation, or have a specific religious character.


Upper secondary education 
Every municipality in Sweden is required by law to offer all students who have completed compulsory school an upper secondary education. In principle, students also have a right to receive their first choice of program. Upper secondary education is free and a non-compulsory form of school. Almost all pupils leaving compulsory school begin upper secondary education.

As of 2000, there are 17 national programs, including the programs for vocational training, all of which are 3 years programs. The programs provide a broad general education and eligibility to study at the university or post-secondary level. Most municipalities do not offer all of the national programs and specializations. If a program is not offered in their own municipality, students may attend the program in another municipality. 

National upper secondary programs

	The Child and Recreation Program 
	Recreation, Pedagogical and social activities 

	The Construction Program 
	Construction, Building, Painting, Plate working 

	The Electricity Program 
	Automation, Electronics, Electrical engineering, Computer technology 

	The Energy Program 
	Operations and maintenance, Marine technology, Heating, ventilation, sanitation and refrigeration 

	The Arts Program 
	Art and Design, Dance, Music, Theatre 

	The Vehicle Program 
	Aircraft, Coach work, Machine and lorries, Cars, Transport 

	The Business and Administration Program 
	Commerce and service, Tourism and travel 

	The Handicraft Program 
	Various trades and crafts 

	The Hotel and Restaurant Program 
	Hotels, Restaurant and meal services 

	The Industry Program 
	Local specializations 

	The Food Program 
	Local specializations 

	The Media Program 
	Media production, Printing 

	The Natural Science Program 
	Natural sciences, Mathematics and computer science, Environmental studies 

	The Natural Resource Use Program 
	Local specializations 

	The Health Care Program 
	No national specializations 

	The Social Science Program 
	Economics, Culture, Social Sciences, Languages 

	The Technology Program 
	Local specializations 


There are also specially designed programs and individual programs:
Specially designed programs

By combining specific subjects from different programs, a municipality can put together specially designed upper secondary programs to meet local and regional needs. A specially designed program also includes the eight core subjects and project work, and corresponds to a national program in terms of the level of difficulty and number of hours. Special programs can also be designed to meet an individual student’s specific learning needs. 

Individual programs

An individual program can vary in length and content and is determined by the needs of the individual student. The aim is for the student to later transfer into a national or specially designed program. Otherwise, the student receives a final grade (learning certificate) from the individual program, when he/she has completed the set program syllabus. 

PRIV is an individual program especially for students who are not eligible for national programs due to their not meeting the requirements for passing grades in Swedish, English and Mathematics.

	Age
	16 – 19

	Duration
	3 years

	Swedish name 
	Gymnasium

	Description
	Every program comprises 2 500 upper secondary credits. The guaranteed number of instruction hours varies from program to program. For Natural Science, Social Science, and the Arts, the total is 2 180 hours, and for other programs 2 430. All of the national programs include the eight core subjects of: English, the Arts, Physical Education and Health, Mathematics, General Science, Social Studies, Swedish (or Swedish as a Second Language) and Religion. Together, the core subjects add up to 750 credits. 

	Timetable 
	See above

	School year and holidays
	2 terms per school year: From mid August – appr. 20 December and starting again 7th January - mid June. One week autumn leave week 45, and one week in Feb – March. One weeks leave during Easter.

	Subjects
	Every program gets its character from its subjects, specific to that program. These program-specific subjects comprise a total of 1 450 credits. Included in this sum is project work worth 100 credits. Government determines the specific subjects of a particular program. Thirteen of the programs contain at least 15 weeks at a workplace outside the school, so called workplace training. In four of these the Arts, Natural Science, Social Science and Technology workplace training is not compulsory, though even these programs offer the possibility of conducting parts of the program at the workplace.

	Exams
	The final grade (learning certificate = studentexamen) is a compilation of all grades awarded for courses and projects completed by the student. 

Possible grades include the following: Fail (IG), Pass (G), Pass with Distinction (VG) and Pass with Special Distinction (MVG). 

Grading criteria for national courses for the grades of Pass, Pass with Distinction and Pass with Special Distinction are set by the National Agency for Education. For local courses, grading criteria set by the local school board are used. 

When grading the core subjects of Swedish, Swedish as a Second Language, English and Mathematics, teachers shall use nationally approved examinations. National examinations shall also be used in the final program-specific subjects of English and Mathematics in the respective programs. Even in other areas, it is recommended that teachers use national examinations to aid in assessing student achievement to ensure that assessment is as uniform as possible across the country. 

	Schools
	Every municipality in Sweden is required by law to offer all students who have completed compulsory school an upper secondary education. Most municipalities do not offer all of the national programs and specializations. If a program is not offered in their own municipality, students may attend the program in another municipality. The programs explicitly designed to prepare for higher studies and those with vocational alignment are usually situated in the same school. 


