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Basic structure of the Educational System in the Federal Republic of Germany
Introduction

The German education system has many specific characteristics resulting from the federal states system of the country. Education is not under the responsibility of the federal republic but of the single federal states (Länder). This means that we have 16 different education systems or structures and curricula in Germany which makes it impossible to give an all-embracing description here. 

Education starts at the age of 6, in some Länder even at 5 (pre-primary education), and is compulsory until the age of 15. Full-time schools are still the exception, most of the schools finish at noontime. This has been changing more and more since the government started a new initiative to establish more full-time schools and afternoon care of children.
Education is offered by public and private schools.
Grundschule/Primary education
	Age
	From 5/6 to 10/12 year-olds (depending on Länder).

	Duration
	In most of the Länder 4 years but sometimes even 6 years.

	Description
	Primary schools cover the first four/six years of schooling. They are attended by all children and provide basic education, preparing children for secondary schooling. In addition to being taught to read and write their mother tongue, the children acquire basic knowledge in such fields as social studies, geography and science.
A first foreign language (often English but also other languages, especially in borderland surroundings) is taught from grade three on. Some schools offer foreign language lessons also for younger pupils.

	German name
	Grundschule.

	Timetable
	Duration of lessons: 45 minutes each, sometimes the lessons are merged into one another.
Duration of breaks: 5 - 15 minutes.
About 20 lessons a week at the beginning to max. 28 lessons in the final grades.
Some primary schools now offer care in the afternoon (voluntary)

Regular end of the school day around 11:30 a.m. for the youngest pupils and 12:30 p.m. for older pupils.

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/accueil_menu/de/frameset_menu.html

	Subjects
	German (reading and writing), Maths, Music, Physical education, Religion, Art, Design/Technology, Science, Geography, English from grade 3 on compulsory (earlier voluntary).

	Exams
	Pupil performance is assessed regularly during schooling by the teacher. If parents decided so for the class the pupils get only an assessment (verbal certificate) twice a year. Otherwise pupils get a certificate with marks. Latest from grade three on all pupils receive a certificate with marks. There is no final certificate but pupils get a letter of recommendation for the secondary school. Teachers suggest the pupil either to go to Haupt-, Realschule or Gymnasium. In some Länder this recommendation is compulsory.

	Schools
	Public or private.


Secondary education

Secondary education in Germany is split into three general school types according to the proficiency level of the students:

1. Secondary General Schools (Hauptschule)

2. Intermediate Schools (Realschule)

3. Grammar Schools (Gymnasium)

4. Comprehensive Secondary Schools (Gesamtschule)

Attending school is compulsory until the 9th grade. If somebody leaves school earlier than 9th grade they have to attend a basic vocational training year.

All schools finish with different certificates which give different access to further/higher education. 
The Comprehensive Schools include all the three school types: Haupt-, Realschule and Gymnasium. According to their achievements the students can decide where to graduate.
Hauptschulen/Secondary General Schools 

	Age
	11 (13 in some Länder) to 16 year olds.

	Duration
	6 years (compulsory 5 years).

	German name
	Hauptschule.

	Description
	Attendance at secondary general school is compulsory for all pupils who, having finished primary school, decide not to attend any of the other types of secondary school. Secondary general school covers classes 5 to 9 and in some Länder includes class 10. In most Länder voluntary participation in class 10 at secondary general school is possible. Secondary general schools provide general education as a basis for practical vocational training.
A foreign language (English) is taught from grade 5.

	Timetable
	Duration of lessons: 45 minutes each.
Duration of breaks: 5 - 15 minutes.
About 30 – 35 lessons a week.
Regular end of the school day: around 1 p.m.

When organised as full-time school there are study/work groups in the afternoon.

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/accueil_menu/de/frameset_menu.html

	Subjects
	German, Maths, Geography, Physical education, Religion, Music, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, English, Art/Textile design/Handicraft, Professional orientation, Word Processing, History, Social Studies.

	Exams
	Pupil performance is assessed regularly during schooling by the teacher. All pupils get a school leaving certificate after the 9th grade (CSE). After the 10th grade the leaving certificate corresponds with the O-level (secondary school level I certificate).

	Schools
	Public schools.


Realschulen/Intermediate Schools
	Age
	11 (13 in some Länder) to 16 years-olds.

	Duration
	6 years.

	German name
	Realschule.

	Description
	Intermediate schools are secondary schools covering classes 5 to 10 (or 7 to 10 in some Länder). The final certificate awarded by these schools in general provides the basis for training in all types of medium-level occupations. It qualifies holders for attendance at specialized secondary schools or grammar schools.
A first foreign language is taught from grade 5 (English), pupils can decide to learn a second foreign language (e. g. French, Spanish) from grade 7.

	Timetable
	Duration of lessons: 45 minutes each.
Duration of breaks: 5 - 15 minutes.
About 30 - 35 lessons a week.
Regular end of the school day: around 1 p.m.

When organised as full-time school there are study/work groups in the afternoon.

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/accueil_menu/de/frameset_menu.html

	Subjects
	German, Maths, Geography, Physical education, Religion, Music, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, English, Arts/Textile Design, French or Spanish, Computer sciences/Informatics, Literature, Ethics, History, Social Studies.

	Exams
	Pupil performance is assessed regularly during schooling by the teacher. After finishing the 10th grade pupils get a certificate: the O-level (secondary school level I certificate).

	Schools
	Public or private schools.


Gymnasium/Grammar schools
Besides the regular grammar schools, there are also specialised grammar schools (with focus on economics, foreign languages, sciences etc.).
	Age
	11 (13 in some Länder) to 19 years-olds.

	Duration
	9 years (in some Länder 7 years).

	German name
	Gymnasium.

	Description
	The highest form of secondary education takes place in grammar schools. The final certificate awarded by grammar schools (called Abitur) qualifies its holder for studies at all institutions of higher education.
A first foreign language is taught from grade 5 (English), pupils can decide to learn a second foreign language from grade 7 (e. g. French, Latin or Spanish) and a third language from grade 9.

	Timetable
	Duration of lessons: 45 minutes each.
Duration of breaks: 5 - 15 minutes.
About 30 - 35 lessons a week.
Regular end of the school day: around 1 p.m.

When organised as full-time school there are study/work groups in the afternoon.

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/accueil_menu/de/frameset_menu.html

	Subjects
	German, Maths, Geography, Physical education, Religion, Ethics, Music, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, English, Art, French/ Spanish/ Latin/ Greek and other languages, Computer sciences/Informatics, History, Social Studies, Philosophy, Literature, Economics.

	Exams
	Pupil performance is assessed regularly during schooling by the teacher. The final exam in grade 13 takes place in the last semester of the school year and consists of three written exams and an oral exam. The final certificate is called Abitur (A-level).

	Schools
	Public or private schools.


Fachoberschule/specialized secondary school 
The specialized secondary school is a school type lasting two years (11th and 12th grades), is for pupils who have completed their O-levels and which qualifies them for higher education in universities of applied science. Pupils who have successfully completed their O-levels and have been through initial vocational training can also enter this school directly in the 12th grade.

Sonderschule/special schools
Special schools apply special teaching concepts which meet the special needs of children and adolescents with handicaps. Special schools provide not only teaching at primary and secondary levels, but also practical advice for everyday life support for social integration. Corresponding institutions are also available at the level of intermediate schools, grammar schools and vocational schools.

Vocational schools

Duale Berufsausbildung/dual vocational training
The system is called dual because education and training are provided at two places of learning: In companies as well as in part-time vocational schools. This is the main type of vocational training in Germany. Trainees stay in their companies for three, sometimes four days a week and visit school for one, sometimes two days a week.

According to the qualification of the trainee, ordinary vocational training lasts for two to three years and finishes with a final exam at the Chamber of Commerce. 
Berufsoberschule/upper vocational school
The Berufsoberschule exists so far only in a few Länder and offers school leavers with O-levels who have completed vocational training or have five years of working experience the opportunity to obtain qualifications required to enter universities of applied studies. Students can also obtain the qualifications needed to enter university by proving their proficiency in a second foreign language.

Berufsfachschule/full-time vocational schools
Berufsfachschulen are full-time vocational schools differing in terms of admission requirements, duration and leaving certificates. It is a special form of the two-year Berufsfachschule that requires O-levels for admission leading to a state-recognized examination as “assistant”. One or two-year courses at these schools offer basic vocational training. Under certain conditions the qualification to enter universities of applied studies can be acquired on completion of a course lasting a minimum of two years.
Berufsgrundbildungsjahr/basic vocational training year

Full-time or part-time classes provide basic general knowledge or basic vocational knowledge relating to a certain occupational field.
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