France

Introduction
Since 1967, school has been compulsory for all children between the ages of 6 and 16. The school-going population of about 13 million pupils is educated within a unified system, the general structure of which (écoles, collèges and lycées) was gradually established in the 1960s and 1970s. Since the 1970s, France has also witnessed a very striking development in pre-school education: all children aged between three and five years can attend nursery schools.

The state system is complemented by a comprehensive network of private schools including international schools. Most of the private schools are supervised by the Ministry of Education and account for about 15 per cent of pupils in primary education and 20 per cent in secondary education, proportions that have remained stable in the past decade. Many are Catholic schools, with partnership contracts with the state (which pays the teachers). Private schools with no such contracts account for fewer than 50,000 pupils, and are dependent on considerable financial contributions by parents. 

Although the curriculum and processes in state schools are reformed regularly, the system does benefit from a high degree of consistency across the country, and children of the same age can be expected to be studying the same subjects and textbooks at the same time. 

The system is highly oriented towards structured learning, with emphasis on traditional teaching techniques designed to help pupils attain required standards and pass exams. With recent French government concern about basic literacy and numeracy standards among school-leavers, the emphasis on maths, reading, writing, science and French language is unlikely to change. 

Children are likely to encounter more homework and high expectations from teachers. On the other hand many children in nursery schools and primary schools enjoy the benefits of small 'family atmosphere' classes with children of different ages learning and playing together in a supportive environment.

Pre-primary education
	Age
	3 to 6 year-olds

	Duration
	3 years

	Description
	Although attendance at nursery school is optional in France attendance levels are high with around 30% of children aged two and nearly 100% by the age of four attending école maternelle. 

Pre-primary education is divided into three sections :

· the petite section (2-3 year-olds);

· the moyenne section (4 year-olds) ; 

· and the grande section (5 year-olds). 

Nursery schools will be found in most villages or as part of the local primary school.

	Timetable
	26 hours a week (non-compulsory).

Hours are generally from 08:30 (09:00) to 11:30/12:00 and 13:30(14:00) to 16:00 (16:30). 

As is becoming the norm with primary schools, there is no school on Wednesday. Children may attend for half-days initially if preferred.

	School year & holidays
	The rhythm of school breaks throughout the year is based on 7 weeks of school and one or two weeks off. There are 4 of these breaks per school year. France is divided into three school vacation zones. 

ZONE A: Caen, Clermont Ferrand, Grenoble, Lyon, Montpellier, Nancy, Metz, Nantes, Rennes, Toulouse.

ZONE B: Aix-en-Provence, Marseille, Amiens, Besançon, Dijon, Lille, Limoges, Nice, Orléans, Tours, Poitiers, Reims, Rouen, Strasbourg.

ZONE C: Bordeaux, Créteil, Paris, Versailles 

Up until and including Christmas break, all three zones have school breaks at the same time: 

· The week of November 1st 

· 2 weeks at Christmas usually starting around the 18th to the 20th of December
· 2 weeks for winter break 
· 2 weeks for spring break.

 As for the winter break, the three zones rotate their vacation order on a yearly basis. Check on an annual basis. 

	Subjects
	Nursery school is designed to introduce children to the social environment of school and to develop the basic skills of coordination. It encourages the development of self-awareness and provides an introduction to group activities. Exercises include arts and crafts, music, games, listening skills etc. During the final years of nursery school the rudiments of reading writing and arithmetic are taught in preparation for primary school.

	Exams
	No exam

	Schools
	Public or private(


Primary education

	Age
	6 to 11 year-olds.

	Duration
	5 years.

	Description
	French primary schools (also known as “écoles élémentaire”) cover the ages six to eleven with five courses studied, one for each year:

CP – Cours préparatoire
CE1 – Cours élémentaire (first year)
CE2 – Cours élémentaire (second year)
CM1 – Cours moyen (first year)
CM2 – Cours moyen (second year)

	Timetable
	26 heures; 8:30 to 11:30 and 13:30 to 16:30

	School year & holidays
	The rhythm of school breaks throughout the year is based on 7 weeks of school and one or two weeks off. There are 4 of these breaks per school year. France is divided into three school vacation zones. 

ZONE A: Caen, Clermont Ferrand, Grenoble, Lyon, Montpellier, Nancy, Metz, Nantes, Rennes, Toulouse 

ZONE B: Aix-en-Provence, Marseille, Amiens, Besançon, Dijon, Lille, Limoges, Nice, Orléans, Tours, Poitiers, Reims, Rouen, Strasbourg 

ZONE C: Bordeaux, Créteil, Paris, Versailles 

Up until and including Christmas break, all 3 zones have school breaks at the same time: 

· The week of November 1st 

· 2 weeks at Christmas usually starting around the 18th to the 20th of December 
· 2 weeks for winter break 
· 2 weeks for spring break 
As for the winter break, the three zones rotate their vacation order on a yearly basis. Check on an annual basis. 

	Subjects
	The official aims of French elementary school education, as defined by the ministère de l’Education nationale are:” to ensure the acquisition of the basic tools of knowledge: oral and written expression, reading and arithmetic. It stimulates the development of the intelligence, artistic sensibility, manual and physical skills and sporting abilities. It provides grounding in the plastic and musical arts, and, in conjunction with the family, undertakes the child’s moral and civil education."

The subjects taught are divided into three main groups:

1. French, history, geography, foreign languages* and civic studies
2. Mathematics, science and technology
3. Physical education and sport, arts and crafts, and music

* Foreign languages taught from the CE2, however the quality of this teaching may vary considerably according to the availability and skill of the teacher. Foreign language teaching becomes compulsory from the CM1.

	Exams
	Although there are no exams at the end of primary school, the child’s records are maintained and forwarded to the secondary college and children are tested at various stages to examine performance. Of particular importance is the ability to read and write simple French by the end of the first term in primary school.

	Schools
	Public or private(


Nota Bene : Educational Cycles

Reforms introduced in 1989/90 divided nursery and primary schooling into cycles (cycles pédagogique). There are three cycles, each of three years duration, designed to provide the ability for pupils to improve at their own speed and reduce the number of repeat years. The current programmes are:

Cycles des Apprentissages Premier 
This relates to the first three years at nursery school (maternelle), age three to six

Cycles des Apprentissages Fondamentaux
This relates to the final year at nursery school and the first two years of primary education. The courses are known as CP (Cours préparatoire) and CE1 (Cours élementaire1).

Cycles des Approfondissements
This cycle includes the balance of time spent at Primary School and includes the course CE2 (Cours élementaire 2), CM1 (Cours moyen 1) and CM2 (Cours moyen 2).

Flexibility has deliberately been built into the courses so that a child can move on to the next cycle even before the typical three year period has elapsed or take longer if need be.
Secondary education: collèges and lycées

Secondary education is compulsory until the age of 16 and includes attendance at a collège until age 15. At 15 the next steps are decided by examination. 

The higher ranking students will have the opportunity to attend a lycée until they are 18 where they will study for the baccalauréat. 
Other students may follow shortened studies in a vocational course. These include the study for Brevet d’enseignement professionnel (BEP) or Certificat d’aptitude professionnelle (CAP) either of which can lead to a baccalauréat professionel in a “professional” lycée. Alternatively there is the baccalauréat technologique.
Lower Secondary Education : Collèges

	Age
	11 to 15 year-olds

	Duration
	4 years.

	Description
	The four years of college are divided into two educational cycles:

Cycles d’observation : this covers the first two years, the 6ème and 5ème when pupils follow a standard curriculum. This provides around 22,5 hours of standard teaching plus around three hours of tutoring per week. 

Cycles d’orientation : this covers the final two years, the 4ème and 3ème when students are allowed a degree of subject choice (options obligatoires) but still attend around 22,5 hours per week of standard lessons plus a compulsory second language lesson.

In 4ème and 3ème, depending on student evaluations, there are opportunities to begin to study towards more vocational education.

	Timetable
	26 to 29 hours a week + see below ‘subjects’

	School year & holidays
	The rhythm of school breaks throughout the year is based on 7 weeks of school and one or two weeks off. There are 4 of these breaks per school year. France is divided into three school vacation zones. 

ZONE A: Caen, Clermont Ferrand, Grenoble, Lyon, Montpellier, Nancy, Metz, Nantes, Rennes, Toulouse 

ZONE B: Aix en Provence, Marseille, Amiens, Besançon, Dijon, Lille, Limoges, Nice, Orléans, Tours, Poitiers, Reims, Rouen, Strasbourg 

ZONE C: Bordeaux, Créteil, Paris, Versailles 

Up until and including Christmas break, all 3 zones have school breaks at the same time: 

· The week of November 1st 

· 2 weeks at Christmas usually starting around the 18th to the 20th of December 
· 2 weeks for winter break 
· 2 weeks for spring break 
As for the winter break, the three zones rotate their vacation order on a yearly basis. Check on an annual basis. 

	Subjects
	(weekly timetable for each subject)
6ème : French (6 hours) – Maths (4 hours) – Modern language 1 (4 hours) – History- Geography (3 hours) – Life, earth sciences (1,5 hours) – Artistic subjects (plastic arts, music) (1+1) - Technology (1,5 hours) – E.P & Sport (4 hours)
5ème : French (4 to 5,5 hours) – Maths (3,5 to 4,5 hours) – Modern language 1 (3 to 4 hours) - History-geography-civics (3 to 4 hours) – Life, earth sciences (1,5 to 2 hours) Physics-chemistry (1,5 to 2 hours) Modern language 2 (3 hours) – Artistic subjects (plastic arts, music) (2 to 3  hours) - Technology (1,5 hours) – E.P & Sport (3 hours) + optional subjects : Latin (2 hours) – technology (3h in small groups).

4ème : French (4 to 5,5 hours) – Maths (3,5 to 4,5 hours) – Modern language 1 (3 to 4 hours) - History-geography-civics (3 to 4 hours) – Life, earth sciences (1,5 to 2 hours) Physics-chemistry (1,5 to 2 hours) Modern language 2 (3 hours) – Artistic subjects (plastic arts, music) (2 to 3  hours) - Technology (1,5 hours) – E.P & Sport (3 hours) + optional subjects : Latin (3 hours) – technology (3h in small groups).

3ème (Second Modern language option) : French (4,5 hours) – Maths (4 hours) – Modern language 1 (3 hours) - History-geography-civics (3,5 hours) – Life, earth sciences (1,5 hours) - Physics-chemistry (2 hours) - Modern language 2 (3 hours) – Artistic subjects (plastic arts, music) (2 hours) – E.P & Sport (3 hours) + optional subjects : Latin (3 hours) - Ancient Greek (3 hours)
3ème (Technology  option) : French (4,5 hours) – Maths (4 hours) – Modern language 1 (3 hours) - History-geography-civics (3 hours) – Life, earth sciences (1,5 hours) Physics-chemistry (1,5 hours) - Technology (2 hours) – Artistic subjects (plastic arts, music) (2 hours) – E.P & Sport (3 hours) + optional subjects : Modern language 2 (3 hours) – Technology (3 hours)

	Exams
	At the end of each term (four terms), students are evaluated by their teachers. These evaluations are important as they determine the future studies open to a student and ultimately the type of baccalauréat they may take. Parents have a say in their child’s progress via the parent association and may appeal against decisions made by the school council. One of the key issues will be whether children should advance a year if they are performing particularly well or re-do a year if progress has been slower. Redoublement, re-doing a year is not unusual in French education and the system is designed to allow pupils in primary, secondary or lycée to do this without stigma or hindrance to their future potential.

At the end of their last year at college students sit a final written examination (Brevet des collèges) in French, Maths and History/Geography. This is the entrance exam to a lycée, although failure of this exam doesn’t exclude students from going on to higher education.

	Schools
	Public or private(


Nota Bene : The B2i, IT and Internet certificate 

In order to support and enhance teaching activities that use IT and communication tools and technologies, an IT and Internet certificate (B2i) has been created in the framework of the Government plan of action to enable France to enter the Information Society (PAGSI). As of the 2000-01 school year, this certificate can be delivered by all collèges. The IT and Internet certificate is not a diploma but an attestation delivered by the head teacher, validating significant skills in the field of IT and communication and certifying that the pupil concerned masters them.

Higher Secondary Education : Lycées 

	Age
	15 to 18 year-olds

	Duration
	3 years

	Description
	A lycée is similar to a high school or sixth form college and is for students who have passed the Brevet exam and will typically be aged 15 or 16. It is perhaps the most well-respected part of the French state education system and leads to the prestigious Baccalauréat qualification. 

A general and technology lycée (Lycée d’enseignement général et technologique) prepares students for the general or technology baccalauréat or the technical certificate (Brevet de technicien). There are also professional lycées and Centres de formation d’apprentis (CFA) offering courses leading to vocational certificates.

The lycée is divided into two cycles:

Cycle de determination: this consists of the class of Seconde générale et technologique.

In the first year, during the class of Seconde the student decides which baccalauréat to choose. At the end of the third trimester (summer term) they decide which subjects to take for the Première class and ultimately which baccalauréat they are aiming for. 


This cycle consists of seven main subjects, three hours of modules obligatoires, two options obligatoires with 17 to choose from, options facultatives and ateliers de pratique for a total of 29½ hours to 32½ hours per week. 


Cycle terminal: this consists of the classes of Première and Terminale leading to the end-of-school diploma of Baccalauréat général or the Baccalauréat technologique.
 
Students who opted for more vocational studies during secondary education may apply to attend a vocational lycées (lycée professionel or LP) where they may take courses such as the Brevet d’études professionel (BEP) or the Certificat d’aptitude professionelle (CAP) which can in turn lead on to the third type of baccalauréat, the baccalauréat professionel. These options have proven very popular in recent years and have led to successful employment in a vast range of trades, commerce and industry for less academically inclined students.

	Timetable
	See below “subjects”

	School year & holidays
	The rhythm of school breaks throughout the year is based on 7 weeks of school and one or two weeks off. There are 4 of these breaks per school year. France is divided into three school vacation zones. 

ZONE A: Caen, Clermont Ferrand, Grenoble, Lyon, Montpellier, Nancy, Metz, Nantes, Rennes, Toulouse 

ZONE B: Aix en Provence, Marseille, Amiens, Besançon, Dijon, Lille, Limoges, Nice, Orléans, Tours, Poitiers, Reims, Rouen, Strasbourg 

ZONE C: Bordeaux, Créteil, Paris, Versailles 

Up until and including Christmas break, all 3 zones have school breaks at the same time: 

· The week of November 1st 

· 2 weeks at Christmas usually starting around the 18th to the 20th of December 
· 2 weeks for winter break 
· 2 weeks for spring break As for the winter break 
The three zones rotate their vacation order on a yearly basis. Check on an annual basis. 

	Subjects
	Mandatory core subjects in general series (weekly timetable for each subject)
Seconde Générale : French (3,5 hours) – Maths (2 hours) – Physics-Chemistry (1,5 to 2 hours) – Biology-Geology (0,5 to 1,5 hours) – Modern languages 1 (2 hours) – History-geography (3 hours) – Physical education & Sport (2 hours) – Civil, legal and social education (0,5 hours)  + 3,5 hours of compulsory education in the form of modules.

Première (Arts): French (5 hours) – Modern language 1 (4 hours) – History-Geography (4 hours) – Sciences (4 hours) – Modern language 2 (3 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)
Première (Sciences): French (4 hours) – Maths (5 hours) - Modern language 1 (3 hours) – History-Geography (3 hours) – Biology (11 hours) – Physics-Chemistry (4 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)
Première (Ecomonics): French (4 hours) - Modern language (3 hours) – History-Geography (4 hours) Economics (5 hours) – Maths (3 hours) – Modern language 2 (3 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)
Terminale (Arts): French (2 hours) – Philosophy (8 hours) - Modern language 1 (3 hours) – History-Geography (4 hours) – Sciences (2 hours) – Modern language 2 (3 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)
Terminale (Sciences): Philosophy (4 hours) – Maths (6 hours) - Modern language 1 (3 hours) – History-Geography (3 hours) – Biology (11 hours) – Physics-Chemistry (5 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)
Terminale (Ecomonics): Philosophy (4 hours) - Modern language (3 hours) – History-Geography (4 hours) Economics (5 hours) – Maths (4 hours) – Modern language 2 (3 hours) – P.E & Sport (2 hours)

	Exams & Evaluation
	Continuous assessment of pupils is organised at the end of each term (four terms), students are evaluated by their teachers, similarly to that of colleges. Furthermore, since 1992, national evaluation has been organised at the start of the second class in three subjects: French, mathematics, history, geography and first modern language, to allow teachers to identify pupils' difficulties and skills, and organise their teaching accordingly.

Pupils are required to do independent and written work at home. The Teachers' Council determines the importance of and adjusts the length of these written assignments. In class, pupils take timed tests. Parents are informed of their children's results by means of:

· a term report containing the results of and comments on pupil's work in each subject area, general comments, and advice from the head teacher;

· a book (carnet) for marks and correspondence which provides a link between parents and teachers, e.g. requests for appointments, dates of meetings etc.;

· contacts and meetings with the class teacher or careers guidance officer;

· regularly convened parent-teacher meetings.

Studies undertaken in lycées for general and technological education are concluded by the general or technological baccalauréat. Students not obtaining the baccalauréat may in certain cases obtain a secondary school leaving certificate. The baccalauréat is the first step in university. It is required for admission into higher education after the final class.

The Baccalauréat is organised according to the series, which each candidate has chosen. Each series has compulsory written and oral papers, and optional papers for the options chosen by candidates during the school year. The main objective of the reform of the baccalauréat was to give equal weight and dignity to all series so that they corresponded better to the tastes and talents of pupils. Thus, the coefficient of the main subjects in each series was increased.

The papers cover the official curricula for the final classes of the lycées. There is a single session each year at dates fixed by the Minister for Education, generally organised in June. 

One session is also organised in September, under the same conditions, for candidates, who, for duly proved reasons of force majeure, were not able to take the papers at the end of the school year, either all or in part.

	Schools
	Public or private(.


( Private schools, often Catholic, are partially subsidised and fully regulated by the State.


( Private schools, often Catholic, are partially subsidised and fully regulated by the State.


( Private schools, often Catholic, are partially subsidised and fully regulated by the State.


( Private schools, often Catholic, are partially subsidised and fully regulated by the State.





