FINLAND
Introduction

Pre-primary education

	Age
	6 year-olds

	Duration
	one year

	Description
	Participation in pre-school education is voluntary, and it is provided in day-care centres and in pre-school classes operating in connection with comprehensive schools. About 90 % of 6-year-olds participate in pre-primary teaching either in day-care centres (80%) or in schools (about 20 %) 

	Timetable
	http://www.eurydice.org/Eurybase/Application/frameset.asp?country=FI&language=EN


	School year and holidays
	see the link above

	Subjects
	The core curriculum does not divide instruction into subjects or lessons, but it does include various subject fields and objectives. These subject fields are: language and interaction, mathematics, ethics and philosophy, environmental and natural studies, health, physical and motor development and art and culture.

	Exams
	No formal exams.

	Schools
	Education takes place at day-care centres and public schools. Also the church and some voluntary organisations provide some teaching services.


Basic education: Primary (forms 1-6) + lower secondary education (forms 7-9)
	Age
	7-16

	Duration
	9 years + optional 10th grade

	Description
	Basic Education means the general education provided for each age group in its entirety. After completing comprehensive school, pupils have fulfilled their compulsory education. There is no separation of pupils according to their abilities or social background. The Basic Education act that came into force on 1st January 1999 does not separate the “peruskoulu” (comprehensive school) into a lower and upper stage. It only states that during the first six years, instruction is given by the class teacher and, in the last three years, by the subject teacher.

	Finnish  name 
	Peruskoulu (= basic education)

	Timetable 
	http://www.eurydice.org/Eurybase/Application/frameset.asp?country=FI&language=EN
45 minutes/lesson + a 15 minute-break. 

	School year and holidays
	190 days: from mid August –beginning of June. Summer holiday, Christmas break and one-week break for spring and autumn.

	Subjects
	Compulsory core subjects: the mother tongue (Finnish or Swedish) and literature, the other national language, foreign languages, environmental studies, civics, religion or ethics, history, social studies, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, geography, physical education, music, visual arts, craft, home economics and pupil counselling.

	Exams
	Assessment is an ongoing part of daily school life. A report is written on each student at least once during a school year. A certificate is awarded when a student successfully completes the full nine years’ comprehensive schooling, and an optional certificate is awarded for completion of the optional 10th year. 

	Schools
	Education takes place at public schools which are maintained by municipalities or federations of municipalities. Private institutions are controlled by non-government bodies but they receive the same level of public funding as the publicly-funded schools. 


Secondary education 

Upper secondary education : General upper secondary (=Lukio) and Vocational training/Vocational upper secondary (ammatillinen peruskoulutus)
General upper secondary education
	Age
	Usually  16-19 years of age

	Duration
	2-4 years

	Finnish name 
	Lukio 

	Description
	General upper secondary education is general education preparing for the matriculation examination. It continues the educational task of comprehensive school and gives students eligibility for all studies at the tertiary level. 

	Timetable 
	http://www.eurydice.org/Eurybase/Application/frameset.asp?country=FI&language=EN


	School year and holidays
	From mid-August to beginning of June. The school year is usually divided into five or six periods. Summer holiday, Christmas break, one-week break for spring and autumn.

	Subjects
	All students must complete the compulsory courses: the mother tongue, and literature, the other national language, foreign languages, studies in mathematics, and natural sciences, humanities and social sciences, religion or ethics, physical and health education, as well as arts and practical subjects.  In addition, schools must provide specialization courses for students to choose from.

	Exams
	From spring 2005 there is only one compulsory test in the matriculation examination, namely the mother tongue. In addition to this, the candidates choose three more tests among the following four: the other national language, foreign language, mathematics or general studies test. In addition, candidates may voluntarily take optional tests. Matriculation examinations are held every spring and autumn.

	Schools
	Municipality owned (or federations of municipalities) public schools. In addition to these, general upper secondary education is also offered by institutions maintained by private organizations (about 7 % of all schools are private).


Vocational upper secondary training

	Age
	Usually from 16 to 19

	Duration
	3 years

	Description
	The principal objective of the vocational programmes is vocational competence. Initial vocational education is provided in vocational institutions and in the form of apprenticeship training in virtually all fields. A three-year vocational qualification yields eligibility for all forms of higher education. Vocational education builds on the basic education syllabus. Education providers mainly select their students on the basis of previous study record, but they may also arrange entrance or aptitude tests and take the applicant's work experience into account.

	Finnish name
	Ammatillinen peruskoulutus (initial vocational study programmes)

	Timetable 
	http://www.eurydice.org/Eurybase/Application/frameset.asp?country=FI&language=EN


	School year and holidays
	See above: from mid-August to beginning of June

	Subjects
	Special studies according to the student’s main subject, hotel and restaurant, farming, business studies etc. The core curriculum for vocational training includes the mother tongue, the other national language, a foreign language, mathematics, physics, chemistry, social studies, and working life, physical and health education as well as arts and culture.

	Exams
	The students' knowledge and skills and their progress are assessed at sufficiently regular intervals both during and after the studies. The students' acceptable performances are graded on the following scale: excellent (5), good (4–3) and satisfactory (2–1). Assessment is conducted by the teachers and, for on-the-job learning periods, the teacher in charge of the period together with the on-the-job instructor or workplace instructor appointed by the employer.

	Schools
	Multi-field or specialized vocational institutions. Some of the programmes may take place at commercial colleges or technical colleges, for example.


