DENMARK

Introduction

Education is per tradition considered a state-matter and is therefore provided for free by the state. The Ministry of Education sets the overall framework for education, but authority is delegated to schools, and the system is thereby highly decentralised. Education at primary and secondary level is also offered by private schools.
Pre-primary education

	Age
	6 to 7 year-olds.

	Duration
	One year.

	Description
	Pre-primary education is optional but 97 per cent of all parents enrol their child for pre-school class. Education takes place at primary and lower secondary schools and the aim is to prepare children for school. Introduction is given to letters and numbers, as well as to the pedagogical and psychological development of the children.

	Timetable
	No formalised lessons but approx. 20 lessons per week.  

	School year and holidays
	Link to Eurydice: http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/SchoolTime2005-2006.pdf

	Subjects
	No educational plan. Children are familiarised with daily routines of school life. 

	Exams
	No exams.

	Schools
	Education takes place at public (folkeskole) or private schools. See section on primary and lower secondary schools.


Primary and lower secondary education 
	Age
	7 to 15 year-olds.

	Duration
	Nine years of compulsory education plus optional 10th grade.

	Description
	There is no distinction between primary and lower secondary education in Denmark and no separation of pupils according to abilities or social background. The same teacher follows the class through nine years and is responsible for the all-round and individual development of pupils in the class. Everyday teaching is based on differentiated teaching and pupil participation.

	Danish name 
	Folkeskolens afgangsprøve, grundskole...

	Timetable 
	Lessons normally last for 45 minutes and breaks for 15 minutes. Lunch break lasts for 30 minutes, from 11.30 to 12.00.

	School year and holidays
	Link to Eurydice: http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/SchoolTime2005-2006.pdf

	Subjects
	Compulsory:

Grades 1 to 5: Danish, English, christian studies, history, PE, music, art, mathematics, science, traffic safety.

Grades 6 to 9/10: Danish, English, PE, social studies, natural sciences, textile design, wood/metal work, home economics, Christian studies, mathematics, German or French, health and sex education and family knowledge, educational, vocational and labour market orientation.
Optional:

Word processing, technology, media, photography, film knowledge, drama, and more.

	Exams
	Pupil performance is assessed regularly during schooling by the teacher. Exams are not compulsory. All pupils get a school leaving certificate after the 9th grade, in some cases after the 10th grade which is an optional extra year. However, most pupils take exams that are set out centrally to ensure coherence all over the country. Marks are given to indicate performance. 

	Schools
	Education takes place at public or private schools. Public schools are known as folkeskole, and they are managed by local authorities and school boards consisting of parent, staff and pupil representatives. Private schools are independent and teaching less restrictive. The state covers approx. 85 per cent of private school expenditure; the rest is covered by parents.


Upper secondary education 
There are two types of upper secondary education: Education which qualifies for admission to higher education, and training which provides direct access to the labour market. Education is offered by the state.
Education qualifying for higher education

Students can opt for either general or vocational upper secondary education. The programmes are identical in structure and last for three years. The first six months, core subjects are offered in both general and vocational upper secondary education: for instance Danish, foreign languages, maths, history and social science. Subjects are offered at A, B or C level, with A as the highest level.  
The last 21/2 years, students choose educational profile and specialise in general, commercial or technical upper secondary education.

General upper secondary education

	Age
	16 to 19 year-olds.

	Duration
	Three years.

	Danish name 
	Studentereksamen 

	Description
	Main educational profiles are modern languages, natural sciences, or social sciences.

	School year and holidays
	Link to Eurydice: http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/SchoolTime2005-2006.pdf

	Schools
	General upper secondary schools (gymnasium) provide education leading to the school leaving certificate examination (studentereksamen). The higher preparatory examination (HF) is an alternative to this programme and offers education based on single subjects rather than on educational profile.




Vocational upper secondary education 
	Age
	16 to 19 year-olds.

	Duration
	Three years.

	Danish name for exam
	Højere handelseksamen/HHX (commercial), højere teknisk eksamen/HTX (technical).

	School year and holidays
	Link to Eurydice: http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/SchoolTime2005-2006.pdf

	Schools
	Vocational colleges (erhvervsskole) offer two directions of vocational upper secondary education. Both are concluded with an exam.

· Commercial/business colleges (handelsskole) offer training in business and financial subjects such as international business, accountancy, economics, business law and marketing, but also in Danish, foreign languages, math and social science. The programme is called ‘higher commercial examination, HHX’.

· Technical colleges (teknisk skole) offer training in technical subjects, for instance natural science, technology and physics, but also in Danish and foreign languages, math and social science. The programme is called ‘higher technical examination, HTX’.




Vocational training

	Age
	15 to 20 year-olds.

	Duration
	Up to four years.

	Description
	More than 120 specialised programmes are categorised under the following seven headings: Technology and communication, crafts and mechanical engineering, from soil to table (farming and food, hotel and restaurant), transport, services, retail trade and clerical trade. 

The programmes last for up to four years and are organised as sandwich courses where training takes place in a company and at college in alternance. Training starts by either a basic programme or an apprenticeship in a company. The length of this part of training varies from programme to programme, normally for 20 to 60 weeks. After this, students choose their main specialising programme which lasts in average for 2 1/2 years. 

	Danish name
	Erhvervsuddannelse, svendeprøve…

	School year and holidays
	Link to Eurydice: http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/SchoolTime2005-2006.pdf

	Exams
	Student performance is assessed every time training shifts between college and company, and the programme is finally concluded by the journeyman’s certificate.

	Schools
	Vocational training is offered by vocational colleges (erhvervsskole). The programmes in retail and clerical trades may take place at commercial or business colleges (handelsskole), whereas technology and communication programmes may take place at technical colleges (teknisk skole). 


