Austria
Introduction

The Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Culture has overall responsibility for primary and secondary education, including general education and vocational schools. As is the case with government administration in general, responsibilities for legislation and implementation in school education are divided between the Federation and the provinces (Länder). 
Legislation concerning the organisation of public compulsory schools (construction, maintenance, school days, number of pupils per class room) falls within the competencies of the Federation, while each of the nine provinces is responsible for enacting executive regulations and their execution.
School attendance is compulsory for all children who are permanent residents of Austria irrespective of their nationality, and lasts for nine years. Pupils are free to choose whether to attend a state or a private school, attendance of a state school, however, is free of charge.
Pre-primary education / Kindergarten
	Age
	3-6

	Duration
	3-4 years

	Description
	Nursery school (Kindergarten) is the traditional form of pre-primary education for children aged 3 to 6 years in Austria. However, it does not form part of the education system. Nursery school is optional and children attend at their parents’ initiative. 
Ninety percent of all five-year-old children in Austria currently attend nursery schools. There are striking regional differences in the degree of nursery school provision.

	Opening hours
	Kindergartens are either full day or half day. Half-day kindergartens are open from at least 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. Full-day kindergartens are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and include lunch. Parents may pick up their children whenever they want. 

	Holidays
	Many kindergartens are open throughout the year.

	Curriculum
	Nursery education focuses on developing the child’s personality as a whole and is concerned with preparing children for school. To achieve this objective kindergartens are run in small groups taking individual styles and approaches into account and systematically providing different games and materials. 

	Exams
	none

	Organisation
	Public and private 


Primary education
	Age
	6-10

	Duration
	4 years

	Description
	The first four years of "Volksschule" are to provide all students with a general elementary education. Children receive a well-balanced education with regard to their social, emotional, intellectual and physical development. Primary school lays the foundations for successful learning at the secondary level. 

	Austrian name 
	Volksschule

	Timetable 
	The number of weekly lessons increases from 20 at the beginning to max. 25 in the final grades. Many schools offer care in the afternoon.
For further details see:

http://www.bmbwk.gv.at/medienpool/11760/bildungsentw_en.pdf (page 22)

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	Compulsory subjects during grades 1 to 4 are religion, reading, writing, German, "Sachunterricht" (local history, geography and biology), mathematics, music, art, technical and textile handicrafts, and physical education. 
Additionally, road safety and a modern foreign language are required as compulsory exercises.

	Exams
	Assessment is an ongoing part of daily school life. The first two years of primary education constitute a single cycle. This means that all first years are entitled to enter the second year regardless of their assessment in the annual report. In year 4, pupils complete between 4 to 6 pieces of work in German and Mathematics. Marks range from 1 (very good) to 5 (insufficient). 
Based on interests and performance, parents are informed and advised on the kind of educational pathway recommended for their children after completion of the fourth year of primary school.

	Schools
	Public and private


Lower Secondary education
The first division into separately organised school types occurs at the lower level of secondary education, that is:

· General secondary school (Hauptschule) and

· Academic secondary school – lower level (Allgemein bildende Höhere Schule, AHS Unterstufe)

About 30% of all primary school leavers in Austria attend academic secondary school, while about 70% go to general secondary school. 

General secondary school / Hauptschule
	Age
	10-14

	Duration
	4 years

	Description
	The lower secondary school (“Hauptschule”) is designed to provide all pupils with a basic general education within a four-year period. Its purpose is to prepare pupils for working life and to equip them with the necessary knowledge for transfer to upper-secondary schools. 

In order to do justice to the individual pupil's abilities and pace of work, lower secondary schools stream pupils in the subjects German, mathematics and modern foreign language. Transfer between the individual streams is possible not only after each year but also during the school year.

In the 3rd and 4th year of lower secondary school much attention is being paid to prepare pupils for their further educational and vocational career. Thus, the subject "careers guidance" has been introduced and practical training sessions in companies as well as educational visits to companies are organized. 

	Austrian name 
	Hauptschule

	Timetable 
	Number of weekly lessons: 29 – 32
Regular end of school day: around 1 p.m.
For further details see:

http://www.bmbwk.gv.at/medienpool/11760/bildungsentw_en.pdf 

(page 27)

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	Compulsory subjects at "Hauptschule" are religion, German, a modern foreign language, history and social studies, geography and economics, mathematics, geometric design, biology and environmental studies, physics, chemistry, music, art, technical and textile handicrafts, nutrition and home economics, and physical education. 

Vocational orientation is also required as a compulsory exercise in the third and fourth year of "Hauptschule". Introduction to information technology is a voluntary exercise.

	Exams
	Assessment is an ongoing part of daily school life. Marks range from 1 (very good) to 5 (insufficient). At the end of the general secondary school (Hauptschule), pupils receive a school-leaving certificate.

Pupils who have successfully completed general secondary school are admitted to all kind of upper secondary schools or may take up apprenticeship training. 

	Schools
	Majority: public (maintained by a municipality or municipal association); only a small part are private schools


Academic secondary school – lower level / AHS-Unterstufe
	Age
	10-14

	Duration
	4 years

	Description
	The eight-year Academic secondary school (AHS) begins directly following grade 4 of "Volksschule" and consists of an "Unterstufe" (lower cycle) (grades 5 to 8) and an "Oberstufe" (upper cycle) (grades 9 to 12). The AHS is designed to consolidate and reinforce a comprehensive general education and to prepare students for university-level studies. The lower cycle of the AHS has a dual function, since it both prepares pupils for the corresponding AHS upper cycle and also enables them to transfer to vocational schools. 
In the third year a division into three types takes place:

· Gymnasium (including Latin)
· Realgymnasium (with geometry and an emphasis on mathematics and handicrafts), and
· Wirtschaftskundliches Gymnasium (with an emphasis on chemistry and handicrafts)


	Austrian name 
	Allgemein bildende höhere Schule, AHS-Unterstufe

	Timetable 
	Number of weekly lessons: 28 – 32

Regular end of school day: around noon (12.00 - 14.00 a.m.).
For further details see:

http://www.bmbwk.gv.at/medienpool/11760/bildungsentw_en.pdf (page 31f.)

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	All types of AHS offer the following compulsory subjects: 
religion, German, a modern foreign language, history and social studies, geography and economics, mathematics, biology and environmental studies, chemistry, physics, music, arts, and physical education; plus technical or textile handicrafts and vocational guidance in the lower cycle; and IT, psychology and philosophy in the upper cycle.
For further details see:

http://www.bildungssystem.at/article/articleview/372/1/124/?swlang=en

	Exams
	Assessment is an ongoing part of daily school life. Marks range from 1 (very good) to 5 (insufficient). At the end of the AHS lower level pupils receive an annual report of grade 8).


	Schools
	Public and private


Upper secondary education 
At upper secondary level the differentiation in the school system becomes more marked due to the more clearly discernible interests and talents of pupils, as well as the requirements of society for different forms of vocational qualifications.
Besides academic secondary schools, grades 9 to 13 are also provided in secondary technical and vocational schools. The upper level of secondary education therefore comprises the following school types:

• pre-vocational school;

• upper level of academic secondary school (grades 9 to 12);

• intermediate secondary technical and vocational schools (grades 9 to 12 maximum);

• upper secondary technical and vocational colleges (grades 9 to 13).
Pre-vocational school:
Approximately 20 percent of young people in Austria decide to attend a prevocational school in the last year of compulsory education.
	Age
	14-15

	Duration
	1 year

	Austrian name 
	Polytechnische Schule (PTS)

	Description
	The pre-vocational school is used primarily as a ninth school year by the 14- to 15-year-old age group wishing to learn an occupation immediately upon completion of compulsory schooling.
By providing a wide selection of practically oriented teaching and learning methods distinctly directed towards applications in the compulsory general education subjects and fields, the PTS promotes the acquisition of abilities and encourages the individual’s talents and motivation to learn.

Pupils receive targeted guidance and preparation for the vocational training that follows through on-site visits and practical training days in training workshops, vocational schools and firms.


	Timetable 
	Number of weekly lessons: 32

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	Compulsory subjects are religion, vocational orientation and practical life skills, German, a modern foreign language, mathematics, political education and economic studies, nature studies and ecology, health studies, and physical education. 
Students may choose one subject from a number of specialist areas, offered as alternative compulsory subjects, for their basic vocational education. The specialist areas are divided into technical subject areas and economic/social/communicative subject areas 



	Exams
	Assessment is an ongoing part of daily school life. Marks range from 1 (very good) to 5 (insufficient). At the end of the pre-vocational school, pupils receive a school-leaving certificate.



	Schools
	Public


Academic secondary school – upper level / AHS-Oberstufe
	Age
	14-18

	Duration
	4 years

	Description
	It is the task of the upper level of AHS to give pupils a comprehensive and in-depth general education and to prepare them for university studies.
The upper level comprises four years (grades 9 to 12) and builds on the four years (grades 5 to 8) of the lower level. For general information on the academic secondary school see section “Lower secondary education: Academic secondary school – lower level”.



	Austrian name 
	Allgemein bildende höhere Schule, AHS-Oberstufe

	Timetable 
	Number of weekly lessons: 28 – 32

Regular end of school day: around noon (12.00 - 14.00 a.m.).
For further details see:

http://www.bmbwk.gv.at/medienpool/11760/bildungsentw_en.pdf (page 36)

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	All types of AHS offer the following compulsory subjects: 
religion, German, a modern foreign language, history and social studies, geography and economics, mathematics, biology and environmental studies, chemistry, physics, music, arts, and physical education; plus technical or textile handicrafts and vocational guidance in the lower cycle; and IT, psychology and philosophy in the upper cycle.

"Gymnasium": Students learn Latin beginning in the third year and Greek or a second modern foreign language in the 5th. 

"Realgymnasium": The "Realgymnasium" offers more mathematics instruction and focuses on the natural sciences. Technical or textile handicrafts continue to be offered in the 3rd and 4th year, and geometric design is offered in the 4th year. In the upper cycle, students may choose between projective geometry or more biology and environmental studies, chemistry and physics. In the 5th year, students are offered a second modern foreign language or Latin. 

"Wirtschaftskundliches Realgymnasium": This type of academic secondary school offers additional instruction in chemistry and in technical or textile handicrafts. In the upper cycle, it also offers geography and economics as well as psychology and philosophy with a period of practical training. Home economics and nutrition are also part of the curriculum. In the 5th year, students may choose between a second modern language and Latin.


	Exams
	The education at an AHS concludes with a "Reifeprüfung", also called "Matura".
Upon passing the "Reifeprüfung", the student has the right to attend university-level studies at universities, "Fachhochschulen", "Kollegs" and "Akademien". Certain courses of studies may require additional examinations or an aptitude test.


	Schools
	Public and private


Vocational training

Intermediate secondary technical and vocational schools (Berufsbildende mittlere Schulen – BMS)
	Age
	15-18

	Duration
	1-4 years

	Description
	Intermediate secondary technical and vocational schools provide not only a thorough general education but also practical vocational training for specific occupations. To attend an intermediate secondary vocational school lasting at least three years, applicants must have successfully completed the eighth school year.
Courses focus on practical training in school workshops, laboratories, kitchens and practice enterprises. Pupils must take part in compulsory practical training in companies or enterprises during their summer holidays.


	Austrian name
	Berufsbildende mittlere Schulen – BMS

	Timetable 
	Intermediate secondary vocational schools are full-time schools (except for the colleges for working adults).

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	Intermediate secondary technical and vocational schools cover the following major sectors:

• agriculture and forestry; 
• industry and trade (combination of training in commerce and tourism);

• commercial (intermediate commercial schools);

• vocational schools in the industrial, technical, arts and crafts sectors (in the fields of technology, textiles, tourism and arts and crafts)

• schools for social work;

• schools for the nursing professions (governed by the Nursing Act);

• schools for the medico-technical professions (governed by the Nursing Act).

	Exams
	After completing at least three years at a vocational intermediate secondary school, pupils may gain a general higher education entrance qualification by taking the vocational matriculation examination, which comprises four sections: mathematics, German, modern languages and an in-depth examination on the vocational training selected at the vocational intermediate secondary school.

Pupils successfully completing at least three years at an intermediate secondary technical or vocational school have access to the regulated trades after fulfilling the general requirements.


	Schools
	Public


Upper secondary technical and vocational colleges (Berufsbildende höhere Schulen – BHS)

	Age
	15-19

	Duration
	5 years

	Description
	Upper secondary technical and vocational colleges provide general and vocational education (double qualification), and lead both to the exercise of an occupation and to general university requirements. 
Students on most courses at upper secondary technical and vocational colleges have to take part in compulsory practical training in business and industry during the summer.

	Austrian name
	Berufsbildende höhere Schulen – BMS

	Timetable 
	Intermediate secondary vocational schools are full-time schools.

	School year and holidays
	http://www.eurydice.org/Documents/Time8/en/FrameSet.htm

	Subjects
	The most important upper secondary technical and vocational colleges

are:

· • upper secondary technical college;

· upper secondary college for fashion and garment technology;

· upper secondary college for tourism;
· upper secondary college for commerce (Handelsakademie);

· upper secondary college for industry and trade;

· upper secondary college for agriculture and forestry.

	Exams
	Education at upper secondary technical and vocational colleges leads to a diploma. 
Pupils successfully completing upper secondary technical and vocational colleges are entitled to practise their own trade after two years of professional experience. 

After three years of professional experience in their field, those who have completed upper secondary technical colleges and upper secondary colleges of agriculture and forestry may be called ‘Ingenieur’.



	Schools
	Public


Dual vocational training:
In addition to training at intermediate and upper secondary technical and vocational schools/colleges a considerable amount of initial vocational training is provided by apprenticeship training schemes (‘dual system’). Apprenticeship training has always been characterised by the dual system of training in business and industry, combined with a theoretical course at a compulsory vocational school. Whilst apprenticeship is based on an apprenticeship contract under labour law, apprentices are still considered to be in compulsory education because they must enrol in a vocational school.
Approximately 40% of all young people aged 15 to 19 are prepared for their future occupation within the dual apprenticeship training scheme.
Apprentices attend compulsory vocational school at least one nine-hour day each week throughout the year, or in ‘modules’ covering at least eight to ten weeks of each school year. Most apprenticeships last three years. Apprenticeship training ends with an end-of-apprenticeship examination before a board of examiners which, in addition to the chairperson, is made up of legally established stakeholders (social partners). The matriculation and diploma examination (Reife- and Diplomprüfung) can be taken in preparatory and extension courses in connection with the final examination.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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