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Brussels, 8 November 2011 

press release 
eTwinning Conference: Genoa, 16-17 November 2011

For the first time, an eTwinning Conference will bring together 150 policy makers and eTwinning representatives from all over Europe to shape Education for the 21st century.

Policy makers, local authorities and educational actors will meet together and interact with a positive, proactive agenda that counters the current financial and political gloom: to bridge the gap between European and local levels of decision making, and consolidate a half decade of successes in cooperation among schools throughout Europe. 30 Ministries for education, through their network European Schoolnet, have put a special emphasis on the e-Twinning initiative by associating themselves to this conference and linking it to their own annual gathering in Genoa, Italy.

The Conference will give the floor to representatives from national Ministries of Education and from regional Authorities, European Commission officials and those responsible for the implementation of the eTwinning programme, with the aim of determining how to provide the best skills set for pupils across Europe in order to meet the Agenda 2020 goals.
The main areas to be tackled during the 2-day conference: teachers’ professional development, optimisation of pedagogical practices through sharing, recognition and assessment of teachers’ work and last but not least, incorporating eTwinning into educational policies.
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	“I am confident that this conference will be an opportunity to explore the contribution that eTwinning can make to your own national, regional and local priorities for improving the quality of learning, for encouraging cooperation between teachers, and for promoting school improvement.“
Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth


More information for the event is available on the Conference website: http://blogs.eun.org/eminent/ 

Contact person: Christel Vacelet, European Schoolnet communication manager, +32 2 790 75 60 (office), + 32 485 52 30 60 (mobile phone), christel.vacelet@eun.org 

Background

eTwinning is the Community for schools involving 140,000 teachers across Europe, funded by the European Commission as part of the Lifelong Learning Programme the Education, Culture and Audiovisual Executive Agency. European Schoolnet acts as eTwinning Central Support Service. 
The eTwinning platform offers opportunities for teachers to meet and interact with each other in school projects, special interest groups and online forums.  It also offers a rich professional development element via online Learning Events, focusing on collaboration skills and the use of technology with the goal of contributing to the modernisation of educational systems, making them more attractive to today’s youth. Find out more on www.etwinning.net. 
“At the end of my first project, when summing up the results and my pupils’ feedback, I started to think that eTwinning could be more than an extra project and could be fully incorporated into teaching. eTwinning is the most flexible tool of my teaching that allows my pupils and me to learn, improve, have fun and make friends.” 
Maria Doria, Italy
Our school had never been in any international project before. When our School Management saw our eTwinning projects, they brought a PC and a projector to the classroom and support us in many ways. Some of my colleagues joined eTwinning too. Suddenly Europe became very close to us. 
Ayca Oğuz, Turkey
***

About European Schoolnet (www.europeanschoolnet.org) 

European Schoolnet is a unique network of 30 Ministries of Education in Europe and beyond. EUN was created more than 10 years ago with the aim to bring about innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, teachers and researchers.
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